
Reducing Racial Disparity and Disproportionality in Child Welfare: Programs are defined by the
CEBC as interventions to address disparities in the child welfare services received by minorities
and/or the disproportionate representation of ethnic minorities in the child welfare system. This
topic area highlights programs that propose replicable strategies for reducing disparities and
disproportionality. Qualifying programs work to reduce disparity and/or disproportionality at various
stages in the child welfare system: screening for child abuse and neglect; investigation of allegations;
service provision to families, children, and adolescents (Note: Many states offer an alternative
response process where lower risk cases receive a more supportive, service-oriented, and strengths-
focused approach, please click here for more information about these types of programs.); out-of-
family placement in foster care; adoption; and reunification. It should be noted that there is some
discussion in the child welfare field regarding whether the disproportionate entrance of ethnic
minorities into the child welfare system is appropriate and reflects higher maltreatment rates in some
minority communities, or whether the differences reflect biases within the child welfare system, or
other societal factors such as poverty and income inequality.
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Definition:

Topic Area Criteria:

Target population: Minority children and families involved in the child welfare system
Services/types that fit: Services include those that may focus at the individual level and address
specific family needs or focus at the system level through education of caseworkers and changes
in child welfare policies and practices 
Delivered by: Child welfare workers or trained paraprofessionals
In order to be included in this topic area on the CEBC: Program must specifically target the
reduction of disparities and/or disproportionality in the child welfare system either in general or
for a specific case
In order to be rated in this topic area by the CEBC: There must be research evidence (as specified
by the Scientific Rating Scale) that demonstrates reduced race/ethnic disparities or
disproportionality in at least one stage in the child welfare process (e.g., screening, investigation,
services, etc.).
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Program Target Population
CEBC
Scientific
Rating

CEBC CWS
Relevance
Level

Family Assessment
Response (FAR)

Families with an accepted child maltreatment
report that does not allege sexual abuse or
substantial child endangerment (as defined by
MN statute 626.556)

3 High

Family Group Decision
Making (FGDM) Children who are abused/neglected and their

family groups 3 High

Preliminary Protective
Hearing Benchcard (PPH
Benchcard)

Judges in the dependency court system where
there may be high placement rates into foster
care and disparate treatment of children of color

3 High

Structured Decision Making
(SDM) Families referred to and assessed by child

protective service (CPS) agencies 3 High

Programs

The table below provides a summary of the rated programs currently listed in the Reducing Racial
Disparity and Disproportionality in Child Welfare: Programs topic area. More detailed information
can be found on the CEBC website.
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